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Policies 
China sets economic priorities for 2021  
[Xinhua, 18-12-2020] China's top leaders have set the economic priorities for next year in the 

key Central Economic Work Conference held from Wednesday to Friday 18 December in 

Beijing. 

In a speech at the conference, Xi Jinping, general secretary of the CPC Central Committee, 

reviewed the country's economic work in 2020, analyzed the current situation and arranged 

the economic work for next year.  

China will strengthen its national strategic technologies in 2021, and step up efforts to resolve 

major difficulties that constrain national development and security, the conference said. 

The country will also strive to tackle problems related to seeds and farmlands next year as 

part of its efforts to ensure food security, it said. 

As part of China's commitment to tackling the global issue of climate change, the country will 

seize time to formulate an action plan for peaking carbon dioxide emissions before 2030. 

Click here for details 

Stabilizing rice bowl key to food security 
[China daily, 18-12-2020] At a recent high-level meeting for next year's economic 

development, the top authorities said the country will consolidate its agricultural foundation 

and the achievements of poverty alleviation measures to promote the revitalization of rural 

areas. 

That is like securing one's own rice bowl. The country should stabilize its food supply and 

safeguard its food security. It should try to maintain its grain production capacity to ensure 

enough grain output and guaranteed supply. 

This is because global agricultural production is more easily affected by extreme weather 

conditions, which have become more frequent. China is greatly affected by climate change, 

and once the tight balance of the country's grain supply and demand is broken, a grain 

security problem will emerge, undermining the country's social stability and economic 

development. 

Click here for details 

China signals GM, biotech push in key policy statement 
[Reuters, 19-12-2020] China will industrialise biotech breeding as part of a campaign to 

improve food security, top leaders said in a policy statement, signalling Beijing could soon 

take a further step towards commercialising genetically modified (GM) crops. 

According to a statement issued after the annual Central Economic Work Conference held on 

Dec. 16-18, China needs to make better use of science and technology to achieve a 

“turnaround” in its seed industry. 

“The key to ensuring food security lies in implementing the strategy of storing grain in the 

ground and storing grain in technology,” according to the statement, published by the official 

Xinhua news agency. 

Click here for details 

China releases rules on foreign investment security review 
[Xinhua, 19-12-2020] Chinese authorities on Saturday 19 December released rules on foreign 

investment security review to safeguard national security while spurring foreign investment. 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-12/19/c_139601510.htm
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202012/18/WS5fdbe828a31024ad0ba9c7fb.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-agriculture/china-signals-gm-biotech-push-in-key-policy-statement-idUSKBN28T0AC
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The rules, jointly released by the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) 

and the Ministry of Commerce (MOC), specified provisions concerning the security review 

mechanism on foreign investment, including the types of investments subject to review, 

review scopes, and procedures, among others. 

Approved by the State Council, the 23-clause rules aim to effectively forestall and resolve 

national security risks while actively promoting and protecting foreign investment to support 

the country's higher-level opening-up and facilitate the new development paradigm, said a 

statement released by the two government departments. 

Click here for details 

Production growth to ensure food security 
[China daily, 02-12-2020] Production of grains in China should increase by about 15 percent

－about 100 million metric tons－over the next 10 years to improve food security, a senior 

agricultural expert said. 

Wang Hongguang, executive director of Peking University's China Center for Strategic 

Studies, said at a forum on global food safety that although food security is ensured in China, 

risks include reliance on imports for certain major agricultural products, difficulties in further 

increasing yields and wasted food. 

It is expected that by 2030, grain production capacity in China will have increased to 800 

million tons, with actual output of more than 750 million tons, he said. By then, the per capita 

supply of grains in China will have increased to about 600 kilograms, including imports, 

close to the average for middle and high-income countries, said Wang, also an agriculture 

professor at China Agricultural University. 

Click here for details 

Most former Yangtze fishermen find new jobs 
[China daily, 16-12-2020] With a 10-year fishing ban along the Yangtze River set to take 

effect next month, the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs said that nearly all of the 

231,000 fishermen affected by the ban have stopped fishing and the majority have found new 

employment. 

In addition to ensuring that the remaining 3,000-plus fishermen move ashore by the end of 

next year as scheduled, the ministry said the next step is to ramp up a crackdown on illicit 

fishing and beef up long-term support for fishermen who have to abandon their traditional 

way of life. 

The ban came into effect on Jan 1 this year in all 332 conservation sites along the river. From 

Jan 1 next year it will be applied to the entire main river course and key tributaries. 

Click here for details 

Land reform to boost rural development  
[China daily, 10-12-2020] To facilitate the free flow of the factors of production-land, labor 

and capital-China will deepen reform of the market-oriented land allocation system, 

according to a guideline released by the Communist Party of China Central Committee and 

the State Council, the country's Cabinet, in March this year. 

Despite urbanization and industrialization for more than 40 years, rural areas still have 

surplus labor. China's urban residents accounted for about 60 percent of the total population 

last year, 15 percentage points lower than that of countries in the same development stage as 

China. According to estimation, the surplus labor force in China's rural areas is 210 million 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-12/19/c_139603520.htm
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202012/03/WS5fc83a74a31024ad0ba99779.html
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202012/16/WS5fd959c1a31024ad0ba9c0b0.html


3 

 

strong and could reach up to 434 million when calculated based on the urbanization rate of 

registered households, which stands at 44 percent. 

Click here for details 

China steps up prevention of COVID-19 via cold chain 
[Xinhua, 21-12-2020] China has put in place strict measures to prevent COVID-19 infections 

via cold-chain and frozen foods, said a senior epidemiologist. 

The measures include strict testing and disinfection at customs, the protection of workers 

throughout the shipment chains, regular nucleic acid testing for workers in the shipment 

sector and the inoculation of high-risk groups, said Wu Zunyou, chief epidemiologist with the 

Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention, at a press conference. 

Regular nucleic acid testing could detect infections at an early stage and helps nip an outbreak 

in the bud, Wu said. 

Wu asked consumers not to worry about infections caused by purchasing or eating imported 

cold-chain foods. 

Click here for details 

Science, Technology and Environment 
Production growth to ensure food security 
[China daily, 03-12-2020] Production of grains in China should increase by about 15 percent, 

about 100 million metric tons, over the next 10 years to improve food security, a senior 

agricultural expert said. 

Wang Hongguang, executive director of Peking University's China Center for Strategic 

Studies, said at a forum on global food safety that although food security is ensured in China, 

risks include reliance on imports for certain major agricultural products, difficulties in further 

increasing yields and wasted food. 

It is expected that by 2030, grain production capacity in China will have increased to 800 

million tons, with actual output of more than 750 million tons, he said. By then, the per capita 

supply of grains in China will have increased to about 600 kilograms, including imports, 

close to the average for middle and high-income countries. 

Click here for details 

China to forge ahead with weather modification service 

[Gov.CN, 02-12-2020] The State Council issued a circular on Dec 2, laying out measures for 

the quality development of weather modification. 

According to the document, China will have a developed weather modification system by 

2025, with breakthroughs in fundamental research and R&D in key technologies, steady 

improvements in modernization and refined services, distinct enhancement in comprehensive 

prevention against safety risks, and optimization in systems and policy environment. 

The total area of artificial rainfall (snowfall) operation will reach beyond 5.5 million square 

kilometers, and for hail suppression it should go beyond 580,000 square kilometers. 

By 2035, China's weather modification should arrive at a worldwide advanced level in terms 

of operation, technologies, and services, the circular said. 

Click here for details 

https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202012/10/WS5fd164e7a31024ad0ba9ae60.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-12/21/c_139608085.htm
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202012/03/WS5fc83a74a31024ad0ba99779.html
http://english.www.gov.cn/policies/latestreleases/202012/02/content_WS5fc76218c6d0f7257694125e.html
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Medical service for livestock helps save losses for herders 
[Xinhua, 03-12-2020] A veterinary care service for livestock has covered all prefecture-level 

areas in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, China's major prairie area. 

Headquartered in Xilingol Grasslands, the largest veterinary care facility in the region boasts 

operating rooms, rehabilitation rooms, a pharmacy and a lab equipped with microscopes, 

blood cell analyzers and micronutrient analyzers. 

The government-sponsored animal hospital also has a telemedicine system to provide remote-

diagnosing services to assist 63 subsidiary branches and a team of more than 100 

veterinarians in every prefecture-level area in Inner Mongolia. 

Xilingol, boasting 18,333 hectares of grassland, is one of four major pastoral regions in Inner 

Mongolia. 

Click here for details 

China improves farm produce cold chain facilities 
[Xinhua, 13-12-2020] China has strengthened the construction of supply chain facilities for 

farm produce storage, preservation, and cold chain logistics to further stabilize the market of 

agricultural products, official data showed. 

The country has allocated 5 billion yuan (about 764 million U.S. dollars) this year to support 

the construction of the facilities at 16 provincial-level regions, according to the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Rural Affairs. 

Some 14,000 such facilities with a total capacity of more than 6 million tonnes are expected 

to be built or reconstructed by the end of the year. The facilities will develop producers' 

ability to store and preserve farm produce before selling them at the proper time, said the 

ministry. 

Click here for details 

China's south-to-north water diversion project benefits 120 mln people 
[Xinhua, 12-12-2020] More than 120 million people in northern China have directly benefited 

from a massive water-diversion project that pumps water from the Yangtze River in the south 

to the drought-prone north, authorities said. 

The South-to-North Water Diversion Project, the world's largest, has diverted 39.4 billion 

cubic meters of water to arid areas in the north through its middle and eastern routes over a 

period of six years, officials from the Ministry of Water Resources said. 

Click here for details 

Chinese province invests heavily in agricultural innovation  
[Xinhua, 21-12-2020] Liaoning, a province on China's agriculturally-rich Northeast Plain, has 

spent 82 million yuan (12.5 million U.S. dollars) in supporting scientific and technological 

innovation in the agricultural sector since 2019, authorities said. 

The province has supported the Liaoning Academy of Agricultural Sciences in developing 10 

main discipline clusters covering nearly 100 disciplines, according to the provincial 

department of finance. 

The academy has a series of agricultural innovations to its credit including a new corn breed 

that has set an output record of 20.2 tonnes per hectare when grown in spring in China's 

northeastern region. 

Click here for details 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-12/03/c_139561433.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-12/13/c_139586583.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-12/13/c_139584894.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-12/21/c_139607304.htm
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XAG unveiled new-gen agricultural drone and ground robots 

[XAG, 16-12-2020] XAG has launched a new series of smart agri-tech at its annual 

conference (XAAC 2020) hosted on 15 December, introducing more in-depth digital 

unmanned solutions to make farming easier and more sustainable.  

The new releases include three models of XAG Agricultural Drone and two editions of R150 

Unmanned Ground Vehicle for broadcast and mower, which will soon be commercially 

available in the Chinese market. XAG has also announced actions to scale-up AI prescription 

map service for crop spraying in China, fighting against pesticide overuse and misuse. 

Click here for details 

XAG to boost digital agriculture tech  
[China daily, 19-12-2020] XAG Co Ltd, China's largest agricultural drone maker, will 

increase investment in research and development, expand its footprint in global markets and 

build a smart agricultural ecosystem, as part of its broader drive to enhance working 

efficiency of farmers and promote digital agriculture technology. 

The company has launched an unmanned ground vehicle and three types of agricultural 

drones that are used for seeding, fertilizing and spraying pesticides. 

More and more cutting-edge technologies will be deployed in agricultural production and 

smart farm management, and there will be unmanned smart farms in the next three to five 

years. 

To date, the company has trained about 100,000 professional drone pilots by providing 

dedicated training curriculums and services, including in-classroom and on-field training. 

Click here for details 

Trade and Business 
China reaps bumper 2020 harvest with grain output up 0.9 pct 
[Xinhua, 10-12-2020] China has seen a bumper harvest this year, with grain output up 0.9 

percent year on year, the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) said on Thursday 10 December. 

China's grain output reached nearly 670 billion kg in 2020, up 5.65 billion kg from last year. 

This marks the sixth consecutive year that the country's total grain production has exceeded 

650 billion kg. 

The bumper harvest comes despite disrupted farming as a result of the COVID-19 epidemic, 

which has been held in check thanks to efforts to ensure the transportation of agricultural 

materials and strengthen farming management. 

Click here for details 

China's hog production to fully recover in H1 next year 
[15-12-2020] The hog production in China is expected to fully recover in the first half of 

2021, said the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs on 15 December. 

By the end of November, the inventory of live pigs and breeding sows has reached over 90 

percent of the levels seen in normal years, said the ministry. 

The supply of pork in China is expected to increase 30 percent year-on-year in the upcoming 

New Year and Spring Festival holidays. 

Click here for details 

https://www.xa.com/en/news/official/xag/92
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202012/19/WS5fdd40cfa31024ad0ba9cc37.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-12/10/c_139578380.htm
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202012/15/WS5fd86e66a31024ad0ba9bf7e.html
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China's rural tourism revenue tops 850 bln yuan in 2019  
[Xinhua, 06-12-2020] Operating revenue of China's rural tourism sector exceeded 850 billion 

yuan (about 130 billion U.S. dollars) in 2019, adding impetus to the country's push for rural 

vitalization and agricultural and rural modernization. 

A total of 3.3 billion trips were made to rural areas last year, said an official with the Ministry 

of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, at a forum on the development of rural tourism in the new 

era. 

More than 8.5 million people returned or moved to the countryside last year to start 

businesses or work in innovative businesses, while the number of agricultural e-commerce 

firms exceeded 30,000. 

Click here for details 

For Inner Mongolia, dairy industry is king 
[China daily, 15-12-2020] The Inner Mongolia autonomous region vows to be the nation's 

leader in the development of national dairy industry, a senior local official said. 

The production value of dairy processing is expected to reach 300 billion yuan ($45.8 billion) 

by the end of 2025, the final year of the country's 14th Five-Year Plan period (2021-25). 

Inner Mongolia ranks first in the country in number of cows, production of milk, processing 

ability and market share of dairy products. The region has two of the nation's leading dairy 

brands, Yili and Mengniu. 

Click here for details 

China buys first Indian rice in decades amid scarce supply 
[Reuters, 02-01-2020] China has begun importing Indian rice for the first time in at least three 

decades due to tightening supplies from Thailand, Myanmar and Vietnam and an offer of 

sharply discounted prices, Indian industry officials said. 

India is the world’s biggest rice exporter and China the biggest importer. Beijing buys in 

around 4 million tonnes a year but has avoided purchases from India, citing quality issues. 

China’s traditional suppliers, such as Thailand, Vietnam, Myanmar and Pakistan, have limited 

surplus supplies for export and were quoting at least $30 per tonne more compared with 

Indian prices, according to Indian rice trade officials. 

Click here for details 

China, Russia to expand economic, energy and agriculture cooperation 
[GT, 02-12-2020] China and Russia are moving closer to further coordinate and cooperate in 

a wide range of areas, from epidemic control and prevention to trade. 

In particular, the two countries are seeking breakthroughs in cooperation in agriculture, 

energy and a host of other areas, as they aim to significantly lift bilateral trade this year, 

despite disruptions to global trade brought by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

In 2019, bilateral trade reached about $111 billion, significantly up from about $21.2 billion 

in 2004, according to some media reports. However, that number is still very low compared 

with bilateral trade between China and the US, which reached about $558.9 billion in 2019, 

despite a bruising trade war that brought bilateral trade down by roughly 15 percent year-on-

year.  

Click here for details 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-12/06/c_139567666.htm
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202012/15/WS5fd886bba31024ad0ba9bff6.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/india-china-rice/china-buys-first-indian-rice-in-decades-amid-scarce-supply-idINKBN28C0T3
https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1208786.shtml


7 

 

China imports 775,000 tonnes of meat in November 
[Reuters, 07-02-2020] China imported 775,000 tonnes of meat in November, customs data 

showed, slightly up from the prior month as buyers stocked up for the winter months, China’s 

peak demand season. 

Imports were up 1.8% from October’s 761,000 tonnes but well below the record of almost 1 

million tonnes in July, data from the General Administration of Customs showed. 

Imports in the first 11 months reached 8.95 million tonnes, the data also showed, a 63% rise 

on the same period a year ago. 

Click here for details 

China to import record 100 mln T of soybeans in 2020  
[Reuters, 21-12-2020] China is expected to import more than 100 million tonnes of soybeans 

in 2020, a record high, said an executive with leading state-owned grains trader COFCO, as 

rebuilding of the country's huge hog herd boosts demand for the protein. 

After being decimated by African swine fever, China's agriculture ministry has said the 

country's pig herd recovered to more than 90% of normal levels by the end of November, 

even though some analysts remain skeptical about the extent of the recovery. 

Demand for soybean oil is also set to rise more than 6% this year, thanks to increasing use of 

the oil in biodiesel and animal feed. 

Click here for details 
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